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Homily
4th Sunday of Ordinary Time A 1.29.17
Father Todd Molinari
Dear Friends in Christ,
This Sunday we continue our reflections on the public ministry of Christ as we follow
him into an ever-deeper conversion to be disciples filled with faith that will grow and stand the
test of time. Today we hear that spiritual growth in our faith cannot occur without sacrifice and that sacrifice is ultimately about living to serve others, especially the poor, out of love of
Christ. Sacrifice can mean many things, depending on where we are in life and where we need
to grow in holiness. But the fundamental truth is that we can’t grow into being mature disciples
without offering something of ourselves, of giving up whatever is holding us back and uniting
ourselves more fully with Jesus and His ultimate sacrifice on the Cross.
Today we hear our Lord teach us the Beatitudes, which is also known as the Sermon on
the Mount. This marks an important crossroads in the public ministry of Jesus: He desires to
expand the Covenant of Moses to include not only the Jews – the descendants of Abraham and
Sarah, but all the nations and all those who hear His Word and become His “learners” or
disciples. To be a disciple means to be one who learns and who is willing to grow.
His desire to include all people in God’s plan of salvation is revealed in his Beatitudes.
What are the Beatitudes? Jesus teaches us that the Beatitudes brings the 10 Commandments to
their full completion according to the plan of God. In other words, the Beatitudes help us to be
perfectly faithful to the 10 Commandments and to obey the Commandments, but not out of fear
or simply because God told us to do so. In Jesus we follow the 10 Commandments motivated
by total love of God and of neighbor and perfected by divine grace. The Beatitudes are not a
laundry list of “do’s and don’ts.” They are the articulation or revelation of how a disciple can
live his or her life in the same relationship with God the Father as Jesus lives. They are like
doorways that we can walk through that bring us into the house of God and to be at peace with
God in the middle of the challenges that we face in everyday life. The Beatitudes are like
spiritual sign-posts, which give us the correct direction to follow the pathway to God, so that we
can judge rightly how to follow Christ when we face temptations and challenges in our daily
lives - or when we’re faced with strong ideologies that entice us with their promises or seek to
intimidate us with their threats.
The first part of each blessing is a point in which each of us can identify with Jesus and
identify all people in Jesus. The first beatitude, “blessed are the poor in spirit” echoes the
prophecy of Zephaniah that we hear in the first reading, where God declares his closeness to the
poor - anyone who considers her or himself to be in covenant of God must do likewise - no
exceptions. At the same time, Zephaniah’s prophecies are a warning to the people of impending
doom if they don’t change their selfish ways and get their act together and take care of the poor,
and see that what’s preventing them from doing so is that they think they are self-sufficient and
don’t need God. We all need God and are totally dependent on him for everything, says the
prophet, yet how hard it is for us to see that. That sense of sober warning and call to
responsibility from Zephaniah is “baked-in” into the Beatitudes. Jesus is not proclaiming
instant happiness to anyone who agrees with these Beatitudes, as if they’re self-help one-liners -
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one priest friend of mine who is a Biblical scholar liked to say “They’re not the ‘happy-tudes’” as in empty promises that sound nice. Jesus is challenging us to change, to reform, to leave our
greedy ways and self-absorbed ways and identify with and love the least among us.
The Beatitudes offer us a vision of the kingdom of God, but it is not something that is
already prefabricated that we have to “plug into.” It’s not a program or an ideology. Rather,
it’s an invitation for our freedom to say “yes” to God and His freedom and to form a Eucharistic
community that will strengthen and sustain that commitment of faith - and this is only possible
with sacrifice. Let us spend some time this week reflecting on each of the Beatitudes and ask
ourselves: What do I need to sacrifice, what do I need to change in my life so that I can live out
these Beatitudes? Perhaps it’s found in standing up for the unborn, or the refugee, or the
undocumented when family or friends misunderstand or disagree with you. Perhaps it’s giving
of your time to serve the poor and work toward ending homelessness in our community.
Perhaps it’s being a peacemaker in your family which is divided over divorce, or money or hard
feelings. Every day is an opportunity to practice the Beatitudes and enter more deeply into
building the kingdom of God.

